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Welcome

Hey Y'all,

I am so thrilled you joined us for ""Al: The Educator's
Ally"! I truly believe that Al is a powerful tool to
support your incredible work in the classroom, and
this is just the beginning of your journey.

This curated list is your go-to guide for exploring
reputable Al tools and learning resources. Remember,
start small, experiment, and have fun!

Best,

Shennice




Foundational Generative Al Tools
(Your Go-To Al Assistants)

These are versatile Al tools you can use for many

tasks, from brainstorming lesson ideas to drafting

communications.

Google Gemini (Free Version): A powerful AI model great
for generating text, brainstorming, summarizing, and even
understanding complex concepts. It's excellent for creating
varied prompts for Eureka Math, drafting Core Knowledge
scenarios, or personalizing explanations for students.

How to access: Access directly through Google (e.g.,
gemini.google.com).

ChatGPT (Free Version): Another highly capable AI chatbot
by OpenAl. Similar to Gemini, it's excellent for text
generation, idea brainstorming, and drafting. Many
educators find it intuitive for quick content creation.

How to access: Visit chat.openai.com and sign up for a free
account.

Canva (with AI Features - Free/Paid): A user-friendly
design tool that integrates Al features for image
generation, background removal, and more. Fantastic for
creating engaging visuals for Core Knowledge
presentations or virtue posters.

How to access: Visit canva.com. ,
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Al for Specific Classroom Needs
(Putting Al to Work)

These tools or categories of tools align with the practical use cases

we discussed for enhancing your curriculum.

e For Personalized Learning (Eureka Math & Beyond):

o Adaptive Practice Platforms: Look for platforms that offer adaptive
math practice aligned with standards. While not purely Generative Al,
many incorporate Al to adjust difficulty based on student
performance.

= Example Search: "Adaptive math practice K-12,"
o Custom Problem Generators: Use Gemini or ChatGPT to generate more

specific problems after you've tried the basics.
e For Content Creation & Curation (All Subjects):
o AI Writing Assistants (e.g., Copy.ai, Jasper.ai - Free/Paid Trials):

Beyond general chatbots, these are specialized for generating
marketing copy, blog content, and creative writing prompts.
= How to access: Search for "AI writing assistant free trial" to
explore options.

o Al Image Generators (e.g., Midjourney, DALL-E - often Paid/Trial):
For creating unique visual aids for lessons or presentations, especially
when you need specific, culturally relevant imagery.

= How to access: Many are integrated into tools like Canva or

available as standalone platforms.



Al for Specific Classroom Needs
(Putting Al to Work)

e For Character & Scenario Building :

o Prompting GPTs: Your customized GPT (created in ChatGPT) can
become your best friend here! Train it with principles and examples to

generate specific, nuanced scenarios..

 For Time-Saving & Efficiency (Teacher Planning &

Admin):

o Al Meeting Summarizers (e.g., Otter.ai - Free/Paid): Transcribes
meetings and generates summaries, action items, and speaker
identification. Great for faculty meetings.

= How to access: Visit otter.ai.

o AI Scheduling Tools (e.g., Calendly - Free/Paid): Automates
appointment scheduling, reducing email back-and-forth. Useful for
parent-teacher conferences.

= How to access: Visit calendly.com.



SAMPLE PROMPTS BY ROLE
(PUTTING Al TO WORK FOR
YOUR SPECIFIC TASKS!)

Here are some real-world prompt examples you can use with
tools like Gemini or ChatGPT, tailored for different roles
within a school.

e For Front Office Staff:

o ""Draft a concise morning announcement for elementary students
about today's special lunch menu and reminding them about the
after-school book fair, keeping the tone cheerful and exciting."

o '""Write a polite email response to a parent asking about the school's
policy on excused absences due to illness, including where they can
find more information on the school website and who to contact for
further questions."

« For School Staff (e.g., Counselors, Librarians, Admin):

o '""Create a 15-minute presentation outline for high school students on
stress management techniques, including a brief introduction, 3 key
practical techniques (e.g., mindfulness, time management, seeking
support), and a Q&A section."

o "Summarize the key points of this [paste text of school district policy
document on student conduct] into 5 bullet points for quick reference
in a faculty meeting, highlighting action items."



SAMPLE PROMPTS BY ROLE
(PUTTING Al TO WORK FOR
YOUR SPECIFIC TASKS!)

Here are some real-world prompt examples you can use with
tools like Gemini or ChatGPT, tailored for different roles
within a school.

o For Principals & Administrators:
o '"Draft a letter to parents announcing an upcoming school-wide
technology initiative focused on digital literacy, emphasizing benefits
for student learning and including a clear call to action for a parent

information session on [Date] at [Time/Location]."

o '""Brainstorm 5 creative ideas for improving teacher morale and
reducing burnout during a challenging school year, focusing on low-
cost and high-impact strategies."

(e}

e For Teachers (Beyond Curriculum-Specific Examples):
o '"Rewrite these instructions for a 5th-grade science experiment on
plant growth to be suitable for a student with a low reading level,
using simple vocabulary and bullet points for clarity."
o '""Provide 3 balanced debate topics for an 8th-grade history class on
the impact of industrialization on society, ensuring each topic
encourages critical thinking and offers two clear sides for debate."



Al TEMPLATE FORMATS
(CRAFTING EFFECTIVE
PROMPTS)

Learning how to talk to Al is your superpower! Use these
templates to get better results.

e The "Role-Task-Context" Template:
o '""Act as a [Role, e.g., 5th-grade math teacher]. Your task is to [Task,
e.g., create 3 word problems]. The context is [Context, e.g., for a

student who needs visual aids and struggles with abstract concepts]."

e The "Summarize-Extract-Format" Template:
o "Summarize this [Document/Text]. Extract [Specific information you
need, e.g., key arguments, action items, dates]. Format it as a

[Format, e.g., bulleted list, short paragraph, table]."

e The "Brainstorm-Refine-Output'" Template:

o '""Brainstorm [Number] ideas for [Topic, e.g., creative writing prompts
for 4th graders]. Refine them by [Criteria, e.g., making them
culturally relevant, focusing on empathy, ensuring a positive tone].
Present the output as [Format, e.g., a numbered list with a brief

explanation for each]."
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BEST PRACTIGES FOR Al USE
(GUIDANCE FOR SUCGESS)

Using Al effectively means using it smartly and responsibly!

1.How to "Train" Your AI Tool (for better results):

2.Be Specific & Clear: The more detail you give, the better the output. Don't be
vague! Tell it exactly what you want.

3.Provide Context: Explain why you need the output, who the audience is (e.g.,
"for my 3rd-grade class," "for parents,'" "for the principal"), and what the
overall goal is.

4.Give Examples: "Here's an example of what I'm looking for..." can be very
powerful in guiding the AL

5.Iterate & Refine: Don't expect perfection on the first try. Ask follow-up
questions, request revisions (''Make it funnier," "Shorten this," "Change the
tone to professional," "Adjust for a visual learner").

6.Provide Constraints: Tell it what not to do, or what length/format to stick to
(e.g., "Keep it under 100 words," "Do not include personal names").

7.Use Your Own Knowledge: Always edit and refine AI output with your
expertise, wisdom, and values. Al is a co-pilot, not the pilot! You are still the

expert in your classroom!



BEST PRACTIGES FOR Al USE
(GUIDANCE FOR SUCGESS)

Basic AI Terminology (Your Quick Glossary):

1.Prompt: The instruction or question you give to an Al.

2.Generative Al: Al that creates new content (text, images, audio) based on
your prompts.

3.AI Model: The underlying program that runs the AI (e.g., Gemini is a
model, ChatGPT runs on OpenAl's models).

4.Custom GPT: A personalized version of ChatGPT that you train with
specific knowledge and instructions for a unique purpose (like a teaching
assistant!).

5.Large Language Model (LLM): The technology behind text-based Als like
Gemini and ChatGPT, trained on vast amounts of text data.

6.Bias: Unfair or inaccurate outcomes in Al, often because the data it learned
from reflects existing human prejudices or imbalances. This is why our
critical evaluation is so important!

7.Hallucination: When an AI confidently generates false or nonsensical

information. Always fact-check Al output, just as you would any source!



Further Learning & Community
(Continue Your Growth!)

Your journey with Al is just beginning! Stay curious and connect with others.
The Algorithm and The Almighty Podcast & Blog: Explore the intersection of
faith, business, and technology, including ethical AI insights and practical
tech tips.

o Resource: Visit www.thealgorithmandthealmighty.com or the blog
section on the Melanin Innovations website.

Melanin Innovations Website: Explore our resources, upcoming workshops,
and coaching designed to empower you further!

o Resource: www.melanininnovations.com

Online Educator Communities (e.g., Facebook Groups, LinkedIn Groups):
Search for groups focused on "AI in education," "edtech," or '"teachers
using AI" to connect with peers and share insights.

Remember, you are fearfully and wonderfully made, equipped with
unique gifts to impact the world! (Psalm 139:13-14) Embrace these
Al tools as an extension of your creativity and dedication. Start
small, stay curious, and always keep your students' well-being and
your ethical compass at the forefront.

Blessings on your continued journey of teaching and learning!

Sincerely,

Shennice Cleckley (Auntie NeNe)
Founder/CEO, Melanin Innovations info@melanininnovations.com
803-766-4510
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